Transfer rates from a home birth to hospital

Studies have shown a wide variation in the rate of transfer. Women having
their first baby are more likely to transfer into hospital from a home birth. The
table shows rates of transfer during labour or immediately after birth from a
planned home birth.

Study Overall transfer | Women Women
rate expecting first | expecting
from home baby second or more
baby
Amelink- 29.4% 48.9% 14.7%
Verburg et al | [3.4% were | [4.8% were urgent] | [2.5% were
(2008) urgent] urgent]
Hutton et al|21.4% 40.5% 11.4%
(2009) [5.4% urgent via | [8.2% urgent via |[3.9% urgent via
ambulance] ambulance] ambulance]
Brocklehurst et | 21% 45% 12%
al (2011)

In the study by Amelink-Verburg et al (2008) 42.1% of urgent transfers took
place immediately after the birth (for example due to more maternal bleeding
than normal).
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